FROM THE ST. EMERY PARISH
ADVISORY COUNCIL - 2014
The Parish Advisory Council would like to take
this opportunity to update you, our parishioners,
of the many charity works, social events,
fundraisers, and building improvements that
have occurred during the past year (mid-2013 to
mid-2014). It has been a busy 12+ months.
The goal of our Parish Advisory Council
is to support the critical needs of the
parish, promote charitable works, social
activities and important fundraisers and
promote membership. The Council is a
dedicated group of volunteers working to
ensure our cherished parish endures.

The council would like to thank our Pastor
Father Montanaro who has encouraged and
guided our Advisory Council’s work.
PARISH FINANCIAL STATUS
The Parish annual financial report for Fiscalyear 2014 was issued in September 2014 and
made available to all parishioners. The parish
met its financial obligations, remained debt free
and achieved a modest increase in net asset
value. The parish experienced an increase in
offertory mass collections as compared to last
year due to a rise in mass participation and
greater generosity on behalf of our parishioners.
Offertory collections are the largest source of
financial support to the parish.
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Charitable activities are
an important mission for
our parish. Council
members and many
volunteers have donated
their time and effort to
support these giving efforts
over the past year.

Chronologically --St. Emery’s 2013 Summer ‘Dress-for-Success’
Clothing and Food/Toiletry Drives The Dressfor-Success clothing drive served and promoted
the economic independence of disadvantaged

	
  

women by providing professional attire to help
women thrive in work and in life. Dress-forSuccess donations went to the MidFairfield County and The Community Closet.
The special 2013 summer Food/Toiletry Drive
served the St. Stephen’s Food Pantry, the
Thomas Merton Marion House and the
Operation Hope Food Pantry located in
Fairfield.
The 2013 Annual Thanksgiving Food Drives.
This annual food drive resulted in a large
collection of donated food items, which were
delivered to Operation Hope. Operation Hope is
a charity located on the Post Road in Fairfield
serving local individuals and families in need of
food and shelter. It has been in operation since
1986.
The 2013 Christmas Giving Tree and Clothing
Drives. The Giving Tree is an annual charity
Christmas event where the monetary proceeds
went to the Daughters of Divine Charity, St.
Vincent DePaul and to St. Vincent’s Hospital
Special needs for Children. The 2013 Christmas
Clothing Drive is an annual clothing drive where
coats, gloves, and shawls were collected and
went to help support families throughout the low
income areas of Fairfield and Bridgeport.
The 2014 Easter-Lenten Loaves and Fishes
Campaign for the Hungry and the Food Drive.
Loaves and Fishes is an annual Lenten campaign
carried out to feed the needy through monetary
donations. The Loaves and Fishes activity
started on Ash Wednesday and concluded at the
end of Lent. Donations went to Bridgeport
Catholic Charities. The Lenten Food drive items
donated were delivered to Operation Hope.
The 2014 Diocese School Support Drive. The
St. Emery diocese school supply drive held in
July-August to help St. Augustine’s school was
completed and the response by our
parishioners was overwhelming. Like most
Catholic schools, budgets are very lean when it
comes to supplies for the children. This was a
very gratifying and successful outreach activity.
The 2014 Annual Bishop’s Beacon of Hope
Charity. St. Emery’s Parish surpassed
the annual Bishop’s appeal “Beacon of Hope”
goal of $20,000 contributions for 2014 to
support this worthy cause. St. Emery’s has
always met the Bishop’s goal.
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
St. Emery’s Parish Advisory Council sponsored
several enjoyable social activities and events
during the past year. In most cases, these social
events also serve as modest fundraisers where all
proceeds go to St. Emery’s Church.
Ladies Tea and Vintage Fashion Show
June 30, 2013
The Ladies (Victorian) Tea and Vintage Fashion
Show proved to be a wonderful affair. The
delightful luncheon, tea and the church hall
decorations provided a beautiful ambience for
all the ladies attending the event.

Szekely Gulyas Dinner
September 21, 2013
A special Fall Szekely Gulyas Hungarian dinner
was held on Saturday in St. Emery’s church hall
for the enjoyment of our parishioners and
friends. The main entree and a traditional
Hungarian culinary dish featured Szekely
Gulyas, which has pork as one of its special
ingredients.
Szekely Gulyas Dinner Volunteers

St. Emery’s Feast Day Luncheon
November 3, 2013

Ladies Tea Luncheon

Vintage Vertuosa of Westport presented the
vintage fashion show, which modeled clothing
and accessories showing how women’s fashions
evolved from 1910 through the present.

A traditional and popular home cooked
Hungarian stuffed cabbage and kobas meal was
served at this well attended event.
St. Emery Feast Luncheon

Nine beautiful lady parishioners modeled for the
event.

Ladies Fashion Show
Lady Parishioner Models

	
  

Saint Emery’s Feast Day celebrates the
canonization of Saint Emery, which occurred on
November 5, 1083, 52 years after his short life
(1007 – 1031). He was canonized by Pope
Gregory VII, presided by King of Hungary St.
Ladislaus, who is portrayed in one of the 1932
frescos in the sanctuary of the church.
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Christmas Reception – Cookie Walk Festival
December 22 – 23, 2013
The annual Cookie Walk Festival was held in St.
Emery’s Church Hall. It is an outreach event and
fundraiser where parishioners supply a very
large assortment of cookies for the
holidays. The event is available to the public
and donations are accepted for the cookies.

Priest Luncheon
Father Balint’s Retirement
Father Long’s 45th Anniversary

Exhibit Commemorating Cardinal
Mindszenty’s Visit to Our Parish in 1974
May 3–4 and May 10–11, 2014

Cookie Walk Festival – 2013

Celebration of Father Stephen J. Balint’s
Retirement and Father John Paul Long’s
45th Anniversary in the Priesthood
February 23, 2014

The exhibit included a collection of over 100
news articles and photographs of Cardinal
Mindszenty’s day in Fairfield, Connecticut on
May 8, 1974, 40-years ago. The Cardinal visited
St. Emery’s parish and was also honored by
the Town of Fairfield’s First Selectman John
Sullivan.

St. Emery’s parish hosted a wonderful luncheon
on Sunday to celebrate both Father Balint’s
retirement and Father Long’s 45th anniversary
in the priesthood.
Father Balint, a beloved and dedicated priest,
served in the priesthood for 48 years. Father
Long has been a Priest-in-Residence at St.
Emery’s since 2011 dedicated to supporting the
religious needs of the parishioners and parish.

Cardinal Mindszenty’s Exhibit

On the opening exhibit Sunday, the parish Social
Committee sponsored complimentary coffee and
home baked pastries in the church hall following
both Sunday masses. Many parishioners fondly
recalled the festivities and excitement that
occurred on the day of the Cardinal’s visit.
Hungarian National TV films Cardinal
Mindszenty Documentary
April 24, 2014

Our Priest’s

	
  

The National Hungarian TV network
from Debrecen, Hungary visited St.
Emery’s Church on April 24 to film, photograph
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and interview parishioners for a documentary
they produced that trace Cardinal Mindszenty’s
travels in the U.S and Canada in 1974.

St. Emery Choir

Hungarian National Television Visit

Hungary reporter Ferenc Vojtko and
cameraman Mathe Gabor photographed and
filmed both the outside and inside of the church
and also conducted interviews in Hungarian with
Mr. Imri Ihasz of Shelton and Dr. Balazs
Somogyi, of Cheshire. Parish Music Director
Tony Procaccini and soprano Rose Kovach
performed a Hungarian hymn and a classical
vocal piece for the documentary.

Ladies Victorian and Luncheon
July 13, 2014
St. Emery’s parish held their annual Ladies
Victorian Tea and Luncheon on Sunday in the
church hall — a delightful and entertaining
afternoon. In addition to the luncheon, a
ballroom dancing exhibition was held where
professional dancing couples from the “Dance
With Me” studios from Stamford performed.

Choir Annual Guest Artist Day
June 22, 2014
To mark the end of the normal season for the
choir, St. Emery’s Music Department held its
Annual Guest Artist Day on Sunday at the 9:00
AM mass. Known tenor David Finley joined the
Saint Emery Festival Choir as the guest artist
and together they performed a special music
program under the direction of Music Director
Anthony Procaccini.

Dance With Me Performers
Meridith Landphara and Ivan Agnelkevski

David Finley – Guest Artist
Learning the Salsa
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Maks Chmerkerskly of TV’s Dancing with the
Stars is the founder of the Dance With Me
studios.

BISHOP FRANK J. CAGGIANO’S VISIT TO
ST. EMERYS’S PARISH
September 14, 2014

Ziti and Meatball Dinner
September 20, 2014

St. Emery’s Parish was honored by The Most
Reverend Bishop Caggiano’s visit to St.
Emery’s Church on Sunday to celebrate the 9:00
AM mass.

An enjoyable Autumn Italian style dinner event
was held in St. Emery’s church hall on Saturday.
A home cooked meal with ample servings that
included fresh salads, loaves of rye bread, the
ziti and meatball main course, desserts and a
wide selection of wine, beer and soda beverages.
A raffle concluded the dinner.

Ziti Dinner - Parishioners

Father Guido G. Montanaro, Pastor and
Administrator of St. Emery’s parish, Reverend
Frank Gomez, Priest-Secretary to the Bishop,
Father John Paul Long, Resident Priest and
Deacon Rudolph Trankovich also participated in
the celebration of this beautiful mass

Bishop Caggiano’s Homily

Exaltation of the Holy Cross
St. Emery’s choir performed a special program
during the mass. The Knights of Columbus
gracefully performed honor guard ceremonial
services.

Ziti Dinner – Parishioners
St. Emery’s Choir (upper loft)
Music Director Anthony Procaccini

___________________
(Note) Complete coverage of all of the above
church social functions and Bishop’s visit can be
found on St. Emery’s website www.stemerys.com
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Bishop Caggiano
Knights of Columbus Honor Guard

The St. Emery Social Committee provided a
large variety of home baked food items and
beverages in the church hall following the mass
for the enjoyment of all those attending this
wonderful mass celebration.
PARISH ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP
FUNDING DRIVE
The St. Emery’s Parish Annual Stewardship Fall
funding drive in 2013 was successful due to
once again the generosity of our parishioners.
(The 2014 Stewardship Funding Drive is
currently underway).
The contributions received from this very
important annual funding activity is used to
support critical church building repairs needed
to preserve our historic church and also to help
cover operational expenses. Following is a
summary of these activities, which have been
accomplished over the past year.

Bell Tower Project Tower Scaffolding
(Colgate Enterprise Corp.)

Church Rose Window Project
The Church front rose window has also badly
deteriorated over the years. In September, the
parish contracted to do preventive maintenance
on the window to buy time until the parish can
afford to do the proper repairs. Timing of this
project to do a complete window restoration will
depend on this years 2014 St. Emery’s Annual
Collection and the generosity of our
parishioners.

COMPLETED PROJECTS
Church Bell Tower Project
The church bell tower structure and walls have
been deteriorating over the years due to water
damage. Following a long and substantial effort
over the past year dealing with masonry and
scaffolding companies, the parish contracted to
have the bell tower roof area repaired. Repairs
were completed in November 2014. It is the
largest undertaking by the parish since the
church interior renovations in early 2000.
Since the repairs, the bell tower has experienced
heavy rainstorms and no water leaks have been
detected. A special report ‘Bell Tower Project’
described the project work and results.

	
  

Rose Window Preventive Repairs
Scaffolding
(J & R Lamb Studios, Inc.)
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General Building Improvements
Numerous building improvements were
completed during the past year aimed at
necessary repairs but also aimed at cost saving
measures. Portions of the work were contracted
to companies but several parishioners also
volunteered their time and effort as well.
•

•
•
•

Bell tower entrance door repair including
weather proofing, door resurfacing and
painting
Rear door lock repair including door
resurfacing and painting
Front door(s) weather proofing and painting
Repair and cement painting of front lower
Church stairs

•
•
•

A much needed professional Church interior
carpet cleaning
Restoration of the outdoor St. Francis Wolf
of Assisi statue base
Rectory office phone communication
improvements

Historic Organ Major Repair
The choir pipe organ experienced a major failure
this past year, which required bringing in people
familiar with the design of this century old
instrument. The main and large electrical motor,
which drives the air blower supplying the organ
pipes failed and had to be rebuilt. The repairs
were successful. Turns out this deteriorating
motor had also been drawing excessive current
for years, which did not help the parish electric
bills.
St. Emery’s School Lease

•
•

•
•

	
  

Repair of Rectory deteriorating front steps
Side-rear hall entrance area water leak
repairs. This was a larger project requiring a
custom roof gutter, extensive caulking and
cleaning of the 30-foot high adjacent
downspout.

Outdoor antique lamp restoration (globes to
be replaced) and bracketing supports
Vestibule interior ceiling restoration (due to
water damage)

One of the large achievements for the parish this
past year was renewal of the St. Emery school
lease with the Town of Fairfield and Board of
Education (BOE). The lease had not been
renewed since 2011. Negotiations between the
diocese/parish and the BOE was active and
intense most of the year but finally resulted in an
agreement favorable to both our parish and
BOE. The parish worked closely with the
diocese legal staff during the year to reach a
successful conclusion. The lease is for 3-years
to June 2017 with a 2-year renewable option to
June 2019.

St. Emery School
(New paving and landscaping)

During the year, our parish made major
improvements to the school property. The
parking lot was paved, roof repairs were made
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and landscaping was updated. The rental
income from the school is important to offset the
parish operating expenses but the parish as
landlord, is also required to bear the expense of
maintaining the building (exterior), property,
heating system and facilities.
The school is used as an alternate Fairfield High
School and was recently named the Walter
Fitzgerald Campus.
OTHER FUNDRAISERS
Hungarian Cookbooks
In addition to St. Emery’s Annual Collection
and the modest income from the social
programs, a successful fundraiser this past year
was the sale of the Hungarian cookbooks. The
cookbooks comprised favorite recipes from the
parishioners. All proceeds went to St. Emery’s
Parish.
__________________________
Parish Advisory Council
Kathy Sherwood (President)
Carroll Fencil (Vice-President)
Karen Adams (Publicity and Recorder)
Chris Bleggi (Building and Ground Advisor)
Barbara Chuga/Mary Ann Corcoran (Social)
Art Corcoran
Carol Gladstone
Elizabeth (Betty) Hasak
Mary Horvath
Imre (Emery) Ihasz (Hungarian Liaison)
Marie Kassay (Outreach)
Fred Miller (Finance for Council Functions)
Marianne Morehouse

	
  

December 2014
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